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supreme court declaring an act of Congress, or of a State
legislature, unconstitutional and the people acting directly or
through Congress, or a State legislature, should reenact the
measure, it shall then become the law without being subject to
annulment by any court.

Political Policy

In the political efforts, arising from the workers' necessity
to secure legislation covering these conditions and provisions
of life not subject to collective bargaining with employers, or-
ganized labor has followed two methods, one by organizing
political parties, the other by the determination to place in
public office representatives from their ranks; to elect those
who favor and champion the legislation desired, and to defeat
those whose policy is opposed to labor's legislative demands,
regardless of partisan politics.

The disastrous experience of organized labor in America with
political parties of its own amply justified the American Fed-
eration of Labor's nonpartisan political policy. The results
secured by labor parties in other countries never have been
such as to warrant any deviation from this position. The rules
and regulations of trade unionism should not be extended so
that the action of a majority could force a minority to vote for
or give financial support to any political candidate or party to
whom they are opposed. Trade-union activities can not re-
ceive the undivided attention of members and officers if the
exigencies, burdens, and responsibilities of a political party are
bound up with their economic and industrial organizations.

The experiences and results attained through the nonparti-
san political policy of the American Federation of Labor cover
a generation They indicate that through its application the
workers of America have secured a much larger measure of
fundamental legislation, establishing their rights, safeguarding
their interests, protecting their welfare, and opening the doors
of opportunity than have been secured by the workers of any
other country.

The vital legislation now required can be more readily se-
cured through education of the public mind and the appeal to
its conscience, supplemented by energetic independent political
activity on the part of trade-unionists than by any other
method. This is and will continue to be the political policy of
the American Federation of Labor, if the lessons which labor